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AppUcation No. 10/005 5 U3 

RTT.MARKS 

of Allowance. 

- ^utt^C SI 03(a) over Jones eta!. (Jones), 
Claims 1-5 and 7-10 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. ) tuaw 

US Paten. No. 5,850,803. The rejection iaresc^tfUly traveled. 

j0 „ea fails to disclose a eolation ofacar buntpe. and a Ugh. - «r *" - 

bompCT cove** a potion of a waistUne of a vehicle W, and - — *» 

fon^bya.aUofpiaaticsn.a.c.aUHeti^uni.havio.aaco^ei—boCtia 

Kid ^ aou.ee lo be diffused, where* the outside ,*» of the car bumper indudes an 

», as recited in claim 1 and as similarly recited in claim 10. 

scants ciaimeu invention is advances i„ redact vo.ome occupiedby the 
^ponionaofmetisblani.sodta.anydeformationof.ecarbumpera— 8 thehgM 

^per.andmchoodortaUgate. The li ght units were not integrated into any pieces of 
^o.a.Mao.witbprcvio.ti.bt^.i.isdimeaUtopositiontitepic^ofbodywoHc 

towaI * cacb otber because of deformations due t o tbermai dilation and mecbanica. 
^appcarbenveeomeptcceaofbodvworaandtbe^enits. Applicants ovemome tins 
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lifi ht units that accommodate for the deformations of the pieces of 
d ficiency by providing light units that ac 

Si.,-- -.^—^—^ 

v ,VM^8 30areloc a t«dbehindasealedtransparentl e nscovcr34, 
of the water, the headlights 28, 30 are locaie 

t tens cover .4 covers the headlight compartment 36 and is molded 
wherein the transparent lens cover 3* cove 

f .ture oieces of bodywork for a car only work on terrestrial 
One skilled in the art that manufacture pieces y 

vehicles. Conversely, Jones only relates to apeisona) waterccaft, i-e-> a "^^J* ^ ^ 

. , Jin u^ause Jones' watercraft 10 is a 

^^W- - ,4l " ,, * ,- * - 
several pieces of bodywork. 
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Furthermore, Jones' headlights 28, 30, if placed in a car, would be integrated into the 
hood of a ear arc! not .he ear bumper as recited in Applicants' clain* 1 and 10. There is thus 
no disclosure, suggestion or monvation to Jones to place headlights 28, 30 in a car bumper. 

Finally, Applicants' ear bumper undergoes various stresses caused by crashes. In 
Jones, dte headlights 28, 30 are located behind the deck line 32 which undergoes similar 
stresses. It is neither disclosed nor suggested in Jones to integrate the headlights 28. 30 into f^ J 
tte deck Une 32 nor is there any motivation to i^^^vsl^to*^^-^ 
Accordtogly.Jones fails to provide headlights 28, 30 which would absorb the imps* ofa 
^ortoin^tealightunittotoaearbumperwhieh undergoes various deformadons and 
paints. In toe., Jones tcachea away from tategraring a light unit into a ear bumper o, 
headlight 28, 30 into a dedr line 32 because Jones a«emprs to provide headlighrs mat are 

easily visible to other boaters. 

to view of *e foregoing, Applicants asset, that Jones fails to disclose Applicants' ear 
bump er and .igh, unit for a ear as recited in Applicants' Cairns 1 and JO. to addition, 
*ims2-5a„d 7 -9reci,e additional foahnnsofthe invention and are also behoved to be 
*wab,o a, leas, for the reasons disensaod above with respect to claim . and for the 
additional features recited utereto. It is respectfully rerp.es.ed that the rejecnon be wnhdrawn. 

Claim 6 was rejeered under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) over Jones m view of Bals e, a.. (Bals), 
US Patent No. 4,750,093. The rejection is respectfully traversed. 

Applicants asser, that Bala Ms to oveteome ,he deficiencies of Jones as applied to 
0 Uim .. in addition, claim 6 reci.es addition., feamrea of me invention and is also believed 
to ho allowable atleas. for treasons discussed above wnhrespec, to claim 1 andforthe 
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In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that this application is in 
condition for allowance. Favorable reconsideration and prompt allowance of claims 1-10 are 
earnestly solicited. 

Should the Examiner believe that anything further would be desirable in order to place 
this application in even better condition for allowance, the Examiner is invited to contact the 
undersigned at the telephone number set forth below. 

Respectfully submitted, 


William P. Berridge 
Registration No. 30,024 

Scott M. Schulte 
Registration No. 44,325 


WPB:SMS/sxb 

Date: August 6, 2003 

Oliff & Berridge, plc 
P.O. Box 19928 
Alexandria, Virginia 22320 
Telephone: (703) 836-6400 


DEPOSIT ACCOUNT USE 

AUTHORIZATION 
Please grant any extension 

necessary for entry; 
Charge any fee due to our 
Deposit Account No. 15-0461 
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Un-Official Response to Applicant's arguments presented before Interview 

Applicant traversed the rejection of claims 1-5 and 7-10 under 35 USC 103(a) as 
unpatentable over Jones et al. (US Pat 5,850,803). Applicant presented three basic 
arguments to support such traversal. 

1- Non-analogous Art: Applicant states that the instant application is directed 
to a terrestrial vehicle (e.g. a car) and not to the watercraft disclosed by Jones et al.. 

2- Different problem solved: Applicant admits that Jones et al. do disclose a 
housing for a lighting unit, such housing being integrated into the a watercraft vehicle 
boy, however, the applicant argues that Jones et al. was concerned with problems 
different from those solved by the instant application. The applicant further argues that 
the teachings of Jones et al., if adapted to a terrestrial vehicle, would suggest 
integrating a light housing into a hood and not a bumper. 

3- Teaching Away: Applicant argues that Jones et al. teaches away from the 
claimed invention as it attempts to provide headlights that are clearly visible to others. 

In response to applicant arguments about Jones et al. being non-related prior art 
the applicant is advised that while the specifics of the Jones et al. reference are indeed 
directed to a watercraft, the general issues with which such reference is concerned are 
not. Jones et al. Provides illumination means for a motor vehicle, such illumination 
means being integrally formed with a body panel of the vehicle, such as is the claimed 
invention. 
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In response to applicants arguments that Jones et al. is not related to the same 
problems as the instant application, the applicant is advised that it has been held that 
the mere fact that the references relied on by the examiner fail to evidence an 
appreciation of the problem identified and solved by the applicant is not, standing alone, 
conclusive evidence of the non-obviousness of the claimed subject matter. The 
references may suggest doing what the applicant has done even through workers in the 
art were ignorant of the existence of the problem. In re Gershon, 152 USPQ 602 (CCPA 
1967). In addition, that applicant has recognized another advantage which would flow 
naturally from following the suggestion of the prior art cannot be the basis for 
patentability when the differences would otherwise be obvious. See Ex parte Obiaya, 
227 USPQ 58, 60 (Bd. Pat. App. & Inter. 1985). 

In this particular case since Jones et al. disclose, or suggest, all the structural 
features of the claimed (emphasis added) invention it was assumed to an equivalent of 
such structure. In addition, the art is replete with illumination devices located in vehicle 
bumpers, even if such vehicles were limited to only cars. 

About the teaching away argument, the applicant is advised that disclosed 
examples and/or preferred embodiments do not teaching away from a broader 
disclosure or non-preferred embodiments. In re Susi, 440 F.2d 442, 169 USPQ 423 
(CCPA 1971). While it might be argued that Jones et al. does not specifically state the 
advantages of the disclosed integral light unit housing and body panel, such statement 
was considered irrelevant in view of Jones et al. disclosure of the claimed invention 
structure. 
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Facsimile Transmission Covkr Sheet 

August 14, 2003 


To: Examiner Ismael Ncgron 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
Group Art Unit 2875 
Fax (703) 746-4764 


From: Scott M. Schulte 
YourRef.: 10/005,143 


OurRef.: 111393 


Number of Pages Sent (Including cover sheet): _9_ 
Prepared By: sxb 


Comments: 

Enclosed herein is a copy of the August 6, 2003 Amendment as requested. 


Sent by: 


J 



This facsimile is intended only for the use of the individual or entity named above and may contain 
privileged or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient, or the employee or agent 
responsible to deliver it to the intended recipient, you are notified that any review, dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this facsimile is prohibited. If you have received this facsimile in error, please 
immediately notify us by facsimile or telephone, and return the facsimile to us by mail at the above 
address. 
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